
            

 
                  

     
           

     
 

             
         

              
         

                 
            

           
               

           
       

           
   

 
           

       
           

 
          

                   
          

      
        

               
            
                    

     
 

             
            

            
    

 
           

        
           

       

Valley Oaks Golf Course the First of Its Kind in California to Become Autism Certified 

Valley Oaks Golf Course is the first of its kind to become a Certified Autism Center™(CAC) in California. The CAC 
designation is awarded by the International Board of Credentialing and Continuing Education Standards 
(IBCCES) to organizations that complete position-specific training and certification to help staff better 
communicate and serve visitors with autism and sensory sensitivities. 

“As the first golf course in California to become a Certified Autism Center™, we are excited about the 
opportunity to share our passion for the great game of golf with others previously unrepresented within our 
community. We know that in addition to being a great sport, there are several other benefits the game of golf 
can provide to autistic children. Not only is there a natural outdoor health and wellness component inherent 
in the game itself, but golf can also help build self-esteem and confidence in autistic children in a welcoming 
and supportive environment,” said Aaron Hensley, general manager of Oak Valley Golf Course. “Unlike team 
sports that require a player to react to or even anticipate a teammate’s actions, golf is a game of one. That 
makes it ideal for individuals who may have difficulty reading the social cues of those around them. 
Additionally, the experiences kids have on a golf course allows them to reshape their inner conversations and 
perceptions of interacting with other people and the environment. Following completion of the certification 
process, our staff is now better equipped to serve families by offering inclusive experiences for individuals with 
autism and other special needs.” 

Valley Oaks Golf Course joins other organizations locally as part of a movement initiated by Visit Visalia to 
pursue the Certified Autism Destination designation through IBCCES, which would mean visitors have multiple 
trained and certified options when looking for entertainment, recreation, and hotel choices in the area. 

Valley Oaks Golf Course is also a participating partner of Visit Visalia’s “Hidden Disabilities Sunflower Program” 
that allows guests to discreetly let golf course staff know they or someone in their party has a disability that 
might require a little extra help. Special accommodations may include expedited check-in/check-out, 
consideration for specific seating requests inside the restaurant, consideration for playing in a private group, 
and allowing outside food for individuals with special needs. In the coming months, Valley Oaks Golf Course 
will have designated “quiet space” available for those in need and sensory backpacks available upon request, 
including noise-canceling headsets, fidget toys, playdough, etc. Additionally, Valley Oaks Golf Course will host 
seasonal ASD golf clinics where those on the spectrum can begin to learn and experience the game of golf in a 
welcoming and supportive group setting. 

“We’re excited to work with Valley Oaks Golf Course and support them as they strengthen the guest experience 
on and off the golf course. The Valley Oaks Golf Course team has enhanced their commitment to providing the 
best possible experience for all guests and we’re proud of the growing support for these programs in the Visalia 
community,” said Myron Pincomb, IBCCES Board Chairman. 

For more than 20 years, IBCCES has been the industry leader in cognitive disorder training and certification for 
education, healthcare, and corporate professionals around the globe. IBCCES provides evidence-based training 
and certification programs created in conjunction with clinical experts and autistic individuals to provide 
professionals a better understanding of how to communicate and interact with individuals with cognitive 



           
          

       
 

 
  

              
               

            
      

 
 

    
           

                 
             

          
                

        
 

  
 

   
   

  
 

   
 

    
  

  
 

differences or sensory needs, industry best practices, and the latest research in these areas. IBCCES also 
created AutismTravel.com, as a free online resource for parents that lists certified locations and professionals. 
Each organization listed on the site has met Certified Autism Center™ (CAC) requirements. 

### 
About IBCCES 
Committed to providing The Global Standard For Training and Certification in The Field of Cognitive Disorders – 
IBCCES provides a series of certifications that empower professionals to be leaders in their field and improve 
the outcomes for the individuals they serve. These programs are recognized around the world as the leading 
benchmark for training and certification in the areas of autism and other cognitive disorders. 

About Valley Oaks Golf Course 
Valley Oaks Golf Course is conveniently located in the City of Visalia’s Plaza Park. Originally an 18-hole course, 
the Lakes nine was added in 1996 to complete the now 27 holes of great golf. With three classic 9-hole layouts 
that can be played in different 18-hole rotations, Valley Oaks Golf Course provides great golf at a great value. 
Set amongst age-old native oak, eucalyptus, and tall pine trees, the three nines meander through a gorgeous 
setting and provide a great test of golf for players of all abilities. The two original nines, the Valley and Oaks, 
are traditional in their design, while the newest nine, the Lakes, is a more modern links style layout. 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
IBCCES 
Meredith Tekin, President 
Phone: 904.508.0135 // 904.434.1534 
Email: meredith@ibcces.org 

Valley Oaks Golf Course 

Aaron Hensley, General Manager 
Phone: 559-651-1441 
Email: ahensley@playvalleyoaks.com 
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